2/0057

MEMORANDUM
TO: Public Works & Environmental Concerns Committee
FROM: David P. Gorman, Assistant Director of Public Works /9 ,ng
SUBJECT: Community Solar Clearinghouse Solution Program

DATE: February 2, 2021

As part of the Greenest Region Compact, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus has developed a new
Community Solar Clearinghouse Solution (CS?) program. The CS? program is a partnership between
the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, The Power Bureau (program manager) and mc? (billing
administrator). This program allows residents in participating communities to share in the generation
of electricity from regional solar arrays, and then receive credits with a guaranteed rebate in their
ComEd rate. The only obligation to the Village would be to pass a resolution endorsing the program
and to provide information on the program to Lombard residents. The Village will incur no costs for
this program being offered to residents.

Background:
Slides on the program are attached. The CS? program is made possible by the Illinois Commerce

Commission’s renewable energy requirements on franchised utilities. The Power Bureau is the CS?
program administrator, and also a marketing and sales designee authorized by the Illinois Power
Agency. The Illinois Power Agency administers the State’s Adjustable Block Program, which was
established by the Future Energy Jobs Act, P.A. 99-0906, eff. 6/1/17. All questions regarding the
program are directed to The Power Bureau so there would be no burden on Village Staff.

There is no cost to residents to sign up or to terminate their involvement. Growing public
participation in the program will support the construction of additional solar arrays, the average
residential account receives an annual rebate of about $100. Municipalities play a role in this
program by not only helping with promotion, but also in demonstrating program legitimacy to
skeptical customers. Communities that are currently part of the CS? program include Lake Forest,
Highland Park, Lake Bluff, Glencoe, Deerfield, Northbrook, Oak Park and Skokie. There are no
communities in DuPage County participating yet.

All municipalities in the ComEd service area are eligible to participate in the CS? program.,
However, the program will eventually be limited when the capacity of the existing solar arrays has
been reached. The Village may opt to enroll its own billable ComEd accounts in the program,
although that is not mandatory.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends that the Committee vote to recommend the program to the Board of Trustees,
which will then be recognized by a resolution.

DG: dg H:APW\Environmental\Community Solar & Energy Conservation\Community Solar Clearinghouse Solution Program\PWECC Memo.doc

cc: Carl S. Goldsmith, Director of Public Works



COMMUNITY SOLAR

Community Solar

» State law allows multiple
consumers to share a
single community solar
farm (A)

The generation from the
community solar farm is
delivered to the local
utility {B)

The local utility issues
“net metering credits” to
all consumers that
subscribe to the
community solar farm {C)

COMMUNITY SOLAR

Renewable Community
Supply Credits

= For Community Solar
Subscribers

= Based on the consumers’
share of the commmunity
solar farm

= Rate equal to:

Electricity Supply Charge
+ __ Purchased Electricity Adj
= Net Metering Credit Value

Consumers claim a share of
the electricity generated by a
community solar farm
(“Subscription”)

For Questions, Support, and Outages visit ComEd.com
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Without With

COMMUNITY SOLAR Community Solar Community Solar
— MONTHLY SAVINGS
(Electric Bill \ (Electric Bill Subscription Bill )
i |’ i $84 ™ SUPPLY $24 || Net Metering
= ComEd Charges  $144 1200 kWh X $0.07 = $84 1200 kWh X $0.07 = $34 Credits $60
After Net Metering Credit
= ComEd Charges S 84 DL Subscriber’s
= Subscription Cost $ 48 o~
R W B oeuvery  $as DELVERY  $45 || Share (20%) -$12
= TOTAL $144
: TAXES & FEES  $15 TAXES& FEES  $15
Annual Savings
= ~$100/year in net savings TOTALCOST $144 TOTAL COST $84 J| TOTAL COST $48
to an average single- \ /
family home
Total Owned: $144 Total Owned: $132

Total Monthly Savings: $12

CS? PROGRAM -
STRUCTURE

Terms and Conditions
Standards of Care
Prices |

¢ ldentified all suppliers

Optimize economics
Program Provides Rules and Regs

= Access to Multiple solar
farms
Fair contract terms
No credit checks
No enroliment fees
No termination fees
Consumers keep 10 to 20%
of net metering credits | Enroliments
Simple sign up and billing Regulatory Filings
Customer Service

Direct Mail
Consumer Education

No cost direct mail outreach

to residents and small Monthly Billing & Reporting Forms and Documents

businesses
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CS?2 PROGRAM - Aunici " Pass a Board Resolution
PROCESS i ® Letter of Endorsement, Marketing Designation

= Direct mailing to Residential and Small Commercial accounts
= Mailing approved by municipality
* |ncludes municipal name and logo

Direct Mail
Outreach

Simple Process

= | imited time commitment
for municipal staff and

elected officials = Online signup

No costs to municipality ®  Accounts must be on ComEd default service
No minimum participation
requirements

STEETSThN ® Account Subscriptions on a first-come/first-served basis
a0 =@ = Billing Agreement for electronic Subscription payments

8 Net Metering Credits arrive every month
= Electronic Auto-payment billing
®  No-cost termination with notice

1 INDICATE INTEREST

Municipalities engage with the CS? Municipalities join the CS? Municipalities then facilitate
Community Solar Program by Community Solar Program by  outreach to residents (all costs are
indicating their interest. taking three (3) formal steps. covered by the €S2 Program).
TASKS FOR MUNICIPALITY TASKS FOR MUNICIPALITY TASKS FOR MUNICIPALITY
v Complete an Expression of interest v Pass a Resolution joining the Program v Order mailing list from ComEd
v’ Consult with the Power Bureau « Submit an Endorsement Letter to IPA v Edit and Approve mailer
v Approve Subscription Terms v Register as a Marketing Dasignee v Upload materials on website

v Enroll a few municipal accounts

Metropolitan |,/



Community
Solar

Consumer
Benefits

= Solar farms shared by multiple consumers {Subscribers)
= Subscribers credited for their share of solar energy

= Requires no installation, investment or maintenance

» Guaranteed savings from the ComEd Default rate

= Supports renewable development in northern lllinois

CS2 Program

Key Issues

The Power

= No-cost partnership for local municipalities to help
residents and small business access community solar

* Protects consumers with fair and competitive
community solar subscription agreements and ongoing
customer service

= | imited volumes available

* No new funding expected for the next 4-5 years

| Metropolitan Mayors Caucus

Bl Metropolitan
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Greenest

Initiative SE ggg;ggd

cs?

Program
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Manager

Billing

Administrator

vhere energy comes fom



