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REQUEST FOR BOARD OF TRUSTEES ACTION
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TO: PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES

FROM: Scott R. Niehaus, Village Manager

DATE: February 12, 2021 (COW) (Bof T) Date: March 4, 2021
TITLE: Community Solar Clearinghouse Solution Program

SUBMITTED BY: David P. Gorman, Assistant Director of Public Works /D@QZ

BACKGROUND/POLICY IMPLICATIONS:

A recommendation from the Public Works & Environmental Concerns Committee to endorse the
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus’ Community Solar Clearinghouse Solution Program.

FISCAL IMPACT/FUNDING SOURCE:

Review (as necessary):

Village Attorney X Date
Finance Director X Date
Village Manager X Date

NOTE: All materials must be submitted to and approved by the Village Manager's Office by 12:00 noon.
Wednesday, prior to the Agenda Distribution.




MEMORANDUM

TO: Scott A. Niehaus, Village Manager

FROM: David P. Gorman, Assistant Director of Public Works 04/
SUBJECT: Community Solar Clearinghouse Solution Program
DATE: February 12, 2021

As part of the Greenest Region Compact, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus has developed a new
Community Solar Clearinghouse Solution (CS?) program. This program allows residents in
participating communities to share in electricity generated by regional solar arrays, and then receive
credits with a guaranteed rebate in their ComEd rate. The only obligations to the Village are to pass
a resolution endorsing the program, request ComEd’s customer mailing list, and then provide
information on the program to residents. The only cost to the Village is a $200 fee to ComEd.

Background:
The Board of Trustees signed onto the Greenest Region Compact in 2008 to join with other local

governments in Northeastern Illinois to work cooperatively toward sustainability goals. The
Village’s Sustainaibility Framework was created at that time to comprehensively set goals and record
progress in that effort. Decreasing greenhouse gas emmissions is one of the goals in the Framework.

Slides on the CS? program are attached. The Power Bureau is the CS? program administrator, and
also a marketing and sales designee authorized by the Hlinois Power Agency. The billing
administrator is mc?. The Illinois Power Agency administers the State’s Adjustable Block Program,
which was established by the Future Energy Jobs Act, P.A, 99-0906, eff. 6/1/17. All customer
questions are directed to The Power Bureau so there would be no burden on Village Staff,

There is no cost to residents to sign up or to terminate involvement, and the average residential
customer receives an annual rebate of about $100. Growing participation in the program will support
the construction of additional solar arrays. Municipalities play a role by helping with promotion, and
also by demonstrating legitimacy to skeptical customers. Communities that are currently part of the
CS? program include Lake Forest, Highland Park, Lake Bluff, Glencoe, Deerfield, Northbrook, Oak
Park and Skokie. There are no communities in DuPage County actively participating yet.

All municipalities in the ComEd service area are eligible to participate. However, the program will
eventually be limited by the capacity of the existing solar arrays. The Village may opt to enroll its
own billable ComEd accounts in the program, although that is not required.

Recommendation:
The Public Works & Environmental Concerns Committee has voted to recommend that the Board of
Trustees formally endorse the CS? program by resolution.

DGIdg H:\PW\EnvironmentaN\Community Solar & Energy Conservation\Community Solar Clearinghouse Selution Program\BoT Memo.doc

cc: Carl S. Goldsmith, Director of Public Works



COMMUNITY SOLAR
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COMMUNITY SOLAR
— MONTHLY SAVINGS
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Annual Savings
» ~$100/year in net savings
to an average single-
farnily home

CS” PROGRAM -
STRUCTURE

Program Provides
= Access to Multiple solar
farms

® Fair contract terms
No credit checks
No enroliment fees
No termination fees
Consumers keep 10 1o 20%
of net metering credits

s Simple sign up and billing

= No cost direct mail outreach
to residents and small
businesses

Without
Community Solar
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Total Owned: $144

LI Metropolitan

Identified all suppliers
Optimize economics
Rules and Regs

Enroliments
Regulatory Filings
Customer Service

Monthly Billing & Reporting

TOTAL COST $8D C)TAL CcosT 548

Total Owned: $132
Total Monthly Savings: $12

Terms and Conditions
Standards of Care
Prices

Direct Mail
Consumer Education
Forms and Documents



CS? PROGRAM -
PROCESS

Pass a Board Resolution
Letter of Endorsement, Marketing Designation

Direct mailing to Resldential and Small Commercial accounts
Mailing approved by municipality
includes municipal name and logo

Direct Mail
QOutreach

Simple Process

= |imited time commitment
{for municipal staff and

elected officials Online signup )

= No costs to municipality = Accounts must be on ComEd default service
= No minimum participation
requirernents
= Account Subscriptions on a first-come/first-served basis
Billing Agreement for electronic Subscription payments

Net Metering Credits arrive every month
Electronic Auto-payment billing
No-cost termination with notice

toath

1 INDICATE INTEREST 3 ASSIST WITH OUTREACH

Municipalities then facilitate
outreach to residents (all costs are

Municipalities join the CS*
Community Solar Program by

Municipalities engage with the cs?
Community Solar Program by
indicating their interest.

TASKS FOR MUNICIPALITY

v’ Complete an Expression of lnterest
v Consuit with the Power Bureau

v Approve Subscription Terms

taking three (3) formal steps.

TASKS FOR MUNICIPALITY

v Pass a Resolution joining the Program
¥ Submitan Endorsement Letter to |PA

v Register as a Marketing Dasignee

Bureau,

covered by the CS2 Program).

TASKS FOR MURICIPALITY

v Order mating list from ComEd
v Edit and Approve mailer
v Uplaad materials on website

v Enroli a few municipal accounts
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The comnmercial terms outlined below were adopted by the first communities to use the CS* Program fer their resident
{e.g., Village of Oak Park, North Shore Consortium). The CS° Program secured commitments from community solar
developers to offer a limited volume of subscriptions that met these terms.

KEY COMMERCIAL TERMS FOR CS® COMMUNITY SOUAR PROGRAM

NetMetering | » Subscriber receives 100% of all utility net metering credits on the monthly utitity bifl,
Credit Split e Subscriber pays 80% of all monthly net metering credits to through electrenic billing

Ellgible & Residential and Smali Commercial accounts recelving service from Ameren lliinois or ComEd
Accounts ® Must remain on utility default tariff rates
Enroliment ® No credit check or minimum credit score

Requiraments | = 50 enrollment fees

Agreement * Up to 15-20 years

Term s Subscription sale and transfers allowed

Subscripti ®* 50 termination fees with 60 days’ notice

Termination * Termination for non-payment or placement o non-Default tariff rates for 2 consecutive billing
cycles

Consumer e Dnline enrollment, electronic billing, call center, program website

Services * Services paid by community solar farm developers

Marketing ¢ Maltings, press releases, municipal website content

Costs = Pald by community solar farm developers

Because of the limited availability of community solar projects in the ComEd region, communities may not be able to
secure the same terms noted above. The CS? Program will present the best terms available in the market on an ongoing
basis, and municipalities can datermine whether to a¢cept those amended terms prior to fully participating in the
program.
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RESOLUTION
R -21

A RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE COMMUNITY SOLAR
CLEARINGHOUSE SOLUTION PROGRAM

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus provides a forum for the chief
elected officials of northeastern Illinois to develop consensus and act on common public
policy issues and multi-jurisdictional challenges; and

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus has a history of environmental
stewardship, including energy efficiency, water conservation, urban forestry, and
leadership of the Greenest Region Compact initiative; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Lombard signed onto the Greenest Region Compact
in 2008, and has since actively participated in regional meetings and activities that
advance sustainability goals; and

WHEREAS, to facilitate local support of new solar development in Illinois, the
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus created the Community Solar Clearinghouse Solution
Program (the “Program”) that allows residents to subscribe in shared solar electricity
generated in Illinois without the need to install solar panels on their properties; and

WHEREAS, participating residents may reduce their total cost of electricity
supply by receiving net metering credits on their monthly utility bills; and

WHEREAS, the Program will assist the Village in its ongoing effort to provide
residents with access to sustainable energy solutions that enhance the quality of life along
with stewardship of the environment and sustainable economic vitality; and

WHEREAS, the Village’s Public Works and Environmental Concerns
Committee has recommended the endorsement of the Community Solar Clearinghouse
Solution Program;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PRESIDENT AND
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF LOMBARD, DU PAGE COUNTY,
ILLINOIS as follows:

SECTION 1: That the Community Solar Clearinghouse Solution Program is
endorsed, and the Village will educate and inform residents regarding its availability.

SECTION 2: That the Village Manager or designee is authorized to execute any
necessary documents for participation in the Program.
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Adopted this 4" day of March, 2021.

Ayes;

Nays:

Absent:

Approved this 4" day of March, 2021.

Keith Giagnorio
Village President
ATTEST:

Sharon Kuderna
Village Clerk



